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From the dean

NURSE
Spring 2014 | Vol. 22, No. 1
Dear Alumni,
Loma Linda University
School of Nursing has been greatly
blessed over the last one hundred
and nine years with dedicated faculty
who have helped educate more than
8,800 students. These graduates
have demonstrated the mission of
the university in this country and
abroad by extending the “teaching
and healing ministry of Jesus Christ.”
One of these graduates is Hollie
Caldwell, whose story is included in
this journal.
This year we have more than 650 students in our school. In the spring quarter,
our student numbers will be a little lower because the first students of our newest program, nurse anesthesia, have just completed their master’s degree. But the good news is
that we have added another 12 to our Alumni Association from this program.
In this Loma Linda Nurse, you will read of our interest in international nursing
and how the school has supported Adventist nursing education around the world.
Since the inception of our off-campus master’s program, we have added 67 nurse educators with MS degrees to the world field. Last summer, we were delighted to recognize the latest group in Thailand. For many years, the school has sponsored global
nursing conferences, and after our celebration in Thailand, we went on to Bali for a
conference. More than one hundred and twenty attended.
This year has also been a year of happiness and sadness. We have seen several of
our faculty and alumni honored, and yet we have had to bid farewell to two of our
beloved faculty members, Dr. Eva Miller and Lucile Lewis.
I hope you will be able to join us for our Alumni Weekend April 11 and 12
when we can show you the changes that have occurred in our building since last year
when the School of Pharmacy moved out and we moved into their space. This has
allowed us to add classrooms and offices, as well as conference and study rooms. Until
then, may God continue to bless you.

Sincerely,

Marilyn M. Herrmann, PhD
Dean, School of Nursing
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Teaching teachers
LLU School of Nursing educates
nurses from 15 countries who will
train tomorrow’s international
nursing workforce

By Nancy Yuen
The mood in the reception hall on
the campus of Asia-Pacific International
University (APIU) in Thailand was bittersweet. Students and faculty from the
LLU School of Nursing had traveled
great distances. They were gathered for a
celebratory dinner following a recognition
ceremony marking the completion of the
fourth and final session of the 2013 off-

It had taken Muse
two weeks each year to
travel from Atoifi College to
the site of the Loma Linda
University off-campus MS
degree in nursing program site at APIU.
As he presented the canoe to
Edelweiss Ramal, PhD, coordinator of the
MS degree program, Muse said,“In the
Solomon Islands, these canoes were originally paddled to other islands to collect
heads for worship. When the first nurse
came to the islands, the very same canoes
were used to save lives, transporting medicine to those islands. Earning an LLU master's degree is an opportunity we never
thought would be available to nurses in the
Solomon Islands.”

“The program has the potential to change the
world. It doesn’t end when a class graduates.
Each person passes on knowledge.”
campus master of science degree program.
The students took turns thanking
faculty members and sharing memories.
When it was his turn, Alwin Muse from
Atoifi College of Nursing carefully
unwrapped a package to reveal a miniature
war canoe. The wrapping had protected the
intricately carved canoe during the 4,418mile journey from his home in the
Solomon Islands.
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“We started to develop the program
10 years ago,” says Pat Jones, PhD, director,
School of Nursing, Office of Global
Nursing,“because we were receiving
requests from nursing colleagues outside
North America asking if LLU could help
them acquire an MS degree in nursing.”
Programs either were not available or, if
they were, students would need to leave
families and jobs for extended periods of

time, and courses were often taught on
Sabbath. Seventh-day Adventist Church
and university administrators asked,“Can
LLU help us develop qualified faculty?”
“Distance education was already
happening successfully at LLU,” says
Elizabeth Bossert, PhD, associate dean,
School of Nursing.“However, this was the
first LLU degree in nursing to be offered
internationally. Offering clinical classes in an
off-campus setting required permission
from our accrediting agencies.” The program had the potential to be helpful to students and Adventist institutions; it was
crucial that the students remain embedded
in their respective institutions while studying for the degree.
“While in the program,” explains
Ramal,“students work in their home institutions. Each year they travel to Thailand to
attend courses for one month, completing
pre- and post-term assignments.” According
to Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, dean, the curriculum is identical to that taught for nurse
educators on the LLU campus.
The students who compose the program’s third cohort completed the requirements for the program in 2013, and will
receive their diplomas with the Loma Linda
University class of 2014. To mark the completion of the closing session of their program, on July 29, 2013, wearing academic
regalia, the students, from 15 countries, followed Ronald Carter, PhD, provost, and
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Dr. SiripornTantipoonwinai, center, past president of Asia-Pacific International University, pauses
with students to remember the occasion of the recognition ceremony marking the completion of
the fourth and final session of the 2013 off-campus master of science degree program. Students
from 15 countries traveled to APIU for each session of the program.
Herrmann into the campus church at AsiaPacific International University for a joyful
recognition ceremony.
The program’s first two cohorts,
from 2005 to 2008, were offered simultaneously—the first in Thailand and the second
in South America. Forty-two students
graduated from these two groups.
Students are charged a flat fee
which goes toward the cost of travel,
accommodations, food and textbooks
(often subsidized by their Church divisions and employers).
Operating costs are covered in part
by donors; Dr. and Mrs. Jack and Joan
Hilde have supported the second and
third cohorts.“The
program,” according to Mrs. Hilde,
“has the potential to change

the world. I like its scope; it doesn’t end
when a class graduates. Each person
passes on knowledge.
“They are teachers who continue
to teach,” she adds. “Graduates have told
me that this program is the first time
teachers have shown that they care about
them as individuals as well as students.
They are determined to bring this to
their own classrooms.”
“The graduates,” says Ramal,“tell us
their experience has been life-changing.
They have learned to be better educators
and have become different human beings,
demonstrating Christian values in their
families, nursing practice and teaching.
“The faculty members,” she further
adds,“strive to reflect Christ’s teaching
methods. After experiencing caring, competent teaching from LLU faculty, students
tell us that they are no longer the same.

They have grown professionally and they
have changed as persons.”
Herrmann says,“The off-campus
program is a rare opportunity for LLU to
develop qualified faculty from the Adventist
perspective for sister denominational
schools of nursing. As of 2013, 67 alumni
outside of North America are reflecting and
sharing the values of LLU School of
Nursing through nursing education.”
Applicants are being sought for the
next session, which begins in June 2015.
The application process takes many
months so that educational data can be
verified. In order to be considered for the
program, nurses must already have BS
degrees in nursing and
be employed by an
Adventist
institution.
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Rippling effect
How Hollie Caldwell’s education at LLU School of Nursing shaped her
view of the nurse’s role in the interconnected human condition
By Heather Reifsnyder
“When I teach and practice nursing, the interconnectedness of all things is
always apparent to me,” says Hollie
Caldwell, BS class of 1993.
“I have always tried to help my
patients and my students see how one
small action can have a ripple effect—positive or negative—far beyond themselves.”
Nurses, she believes, are experts in
the human condition because of their
privilege of seeing humanity at its best
and its worst. As dean of the school of
nursing at Platt College in Aurora,
Colorado, she strives for her students to
gain this understanding.
“There will be times when no medication, no technology, will make a condi-
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tion better or take away the pain of what
someone has experienced,” she says.“In
those instances, I want students to know
that they will need to reach down deep
inside themselves and just use themselves
to compassionately, confidently, and quietly be with the patient.”
Caldwell credits her education at
Loma Linda University School of Nursing
with helping her understand the deeper
role of nurses beyond putting in IVs or
giving meds.“I feel that being educated at
LLU deeply shaped my values about stewardship and the role that nurses play in
ministering to the mind, body, and spirit
of patients,” she says.
Caldwell’s compassion is one of the
many characteristics that led to her
appointment as dean at Platt College in

January, along with loyalty, commitment
to evidence-based nursing, integrity, and
her supportive stance toward students
while maintaining high standards for
them, according to Julie Basler, Platt’s vice
president for academic affairs. Nursing
students often describe Caldwell as “the
kind of nurse I want to be.” Moreover,
Basler says Caldwell is the kind of faculty
member she often turns to for opinions
on tough decisions.
Prior to her appointment as dean,
Caldwell served as associate dean for the
Platt school of nursing since its inception
in 2005, and she was instrumental in
helping the BSN program achieve its initial accreditation, Basler says.
After leaving Loma Linda
University in 1993 with her bachelor’s
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degree, Caldwell joined the Air Force,
serving at Travis Air Force Base in
California as well as with a United
Nations peacekeeping mission in
Zagreb, Croatia. Her service in the
military afforded her the opportunity
to become a certified emergency nurse
and a sexual assault nurse examiner.
After leaving the Air Force, she went
on to serve as a clinical nurse for two
years while earning her MS in nursing
from the University of Phoenix.
After that, she turned to teaching, first at Pacific Union College and
then at Oregon Health & Sciences
University while also serving as
trauma care coordinator at Sky Lakes
Medical Center in Klamath Falls,
Oregon. She also served a year as a
middle school nurse in New Mexico.
In addition to her current role
at Platt College, Caldwell serves as a
legal nursing consultant providing
medical chart review and expert testimony regarding standards of care in
emergency and medical-surgical nursing. Her activities go on. As a guest
lecturer and speaker, Caldwell has presented at meetings of organizations
including the Oregon Attorney
General’s Sexual Assault Training
Institute, the Colorado Health Care
Association, the Emergency Nurses
Association, and the National District
Attorney’s Association.
In December 2013, Caldwell
received her PhD in nursing from
Medical University of South Carolina.
Her dissertation focused on “Elder
abuse screening in the primary care

When not keeping a school of nursing running, one
of Caldwell’s new hobbies is ice fishing.

environment: perceptions of individuals
age 60 and older.”
“My faculty at Loma Linda
University were my motivation for
wanting to get my doctorate,” Caldwell
says.“I had such exceptional role models that I aspired to join their ranks.”
Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, dean
of Loma Linda University School of
Nursing, expresses the faculty members’ feelings toward Caldwell.“When
she was a student here, I was the
undergraduate chair,” Herrmann says.“I
remember her being an outstanding
student with a bright future.”
“Dr. Caldwell credits her undergraduate education at Loma Linda
University as serving as the foundation
for her understanding of what nursing

is and should be at all times—that is, to
uphold the highest evidence-based
standings of compassionate care for
diverse populations,” says Basler,
Caldwell’s boss at Platt.
Caldwell says the degree and
diversity of clinical experience she
received during her Loma Linda
University education has been a huge
blessing to her career.“Additionally,” she
says,“I am forever impacted by LLU’s
motto ‘to make man whole.’ Over the
course of my career, I have often
thought back to the sculpture on campus of the Good Samaritan. I believe
one of my purposes as a human and as
a nurse is to do my part to make man
whole. LLU gave me that.”
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Global Partnerships in Nursing Conference –
The future of Adventist nursing
By Nancy Yuen
Nurses from 12 countries representing seven divisions of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church gathered last year in Bali,
Indonesia, to attend the 10th Global
Partnerships in Nursing Conference.
Attendees included staff nurses, faculty
members, and administrators from hospitals and schools of nursing.
During the conference ( July 31 to
August 5), presenters shared updates about
Adventist nursing in their countries, effective leadership, patient safety, and the nurse’s
role in healing and wholeness. Attendees
met in working sessions each day, answering
challenging questions. These included identifying the core elements of Adventist nursing, and the common threads that can
enrich existing and new programs so they
will be uniquely Seventh-day Adventist.
This series of conferences originated
after Pat Jones, PhD, director, LLU School
of Nursing, Office of Global Nursing, was
appointed by the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists as an associate in

the department of health ministries 15
years ago. Jones and Éné Gaines, who was
then director of development for the
School of Nursing, created the project as a
way of connecting and educating Adventist
nurses globally.
Jones decided to approach Dr.
Ralph and Mrs. Carolyn Thompson with
the proposal she and Gaines had prepared.
Jones envisioned regional and global meetings whereby nurses around the world
would gather to network and learn from
one another. Mrs. Thompson, an alumna of
the School of Nursing, shared that one of
her dreams was to help promote continuing
education for Adventist nurses globally and
was delighted with the plan. She and Dr.
Thompson agreed to provide financial support for the project.
Just one year later, the first Global
Partnerships in Nursing Conference was
held in Thailand and the next year, in 2000,
a second conference was held in Brazil.
Over the years, conferences have been held
in China, England, Malawi, Romania,

South Africa, and Switzerland.
Adventist nursing shares a history
dating back to the late 1800s, and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church has built
a network that is globally recognized as
outstanding in the areas of practice, education, and administration.
“My challenge to the group in
Indonesia,” says Jones,“was to consider if we
are simply a beautifully diverse network, or
a powerful force for change. Are we ready to
acknowledge the two constituencies to
which we belong—the global network of
Seventh-day Adventist nurses and nursing
faculty, and our fellow human beings who
need a higher level of well-being? If we
accept our responsibility to serve both, we
must become globally connected and function as a dynamic interactive system.”
Jones left the group with a call to
action: to demonstrate courage, innovation,
passion, and commitment to strengthen
Adventist nursing education and practice
globally, thereby improving health and
saving lives.
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How nursing student Nicole Shea lives out the Loma Linda
University Health commitment to service
By Briana Pastorino
Nursing students are no stranger to
long study hours, working overtime, and
hectic schedules, but one young woman
from Loma Linda University School of
Nursing is doing a balancing act by incorporating her health and community service
into the everyday mix. Nicole Shea is living
the mission of Loma Linda University
Health—“to continue the teaching and
healing ministry of Jesus Christ ‘to make
man whole’”—every day.
“I believe strongly in the mission,” the
23-year-old says.“It’s why I chose the school.
They drive home that health is a continuum—they go out and give power to people

to help them make healthy decisions.”
In addition to maintaining a healthy
lifestyle—always getting eight hours of
sleep, going to the gym, and eating a moderate diet—Shea enjoys helping others and
being active in her community. It all started
after a mission trip to Kenya in 2012.
Shea reflects on that trip,“I really
respected the sense of community and the
simplicity that I witnessed. It taught me to
slow down and appreciate the little things
and realize all I have to be grateful for.”
Since then, the Southern California
native is devoted to giving back any extra
time she can find.“Between school and
work, I don’t have a lot of extra time,” she

admits,“but I hope I can influence people
by being a positive example.”
As part of her Christian service class,
she is volunteering at Re:Live Thrift in
Loma Linda and also volunteers her time in
her mom’s fourth grade elementary class.
Shea, who will graduate in June with
a BS, has the quintessential, selfless attitude that will only enhance her career as a
nurse.“I love interacting with patients. I
want to understand where they are coming
from and learn what they need so I can
help them. As nurses, we can show them
love and respect and help them see the
good in things. We are the ones who can
encourage change and wellness.”

Live It
Loma Linda University
Health’s commitment to
improve health is lived out
through clinical care,
education, research, and a
message of wellness. Our
outreach efforts tie all these
together as we strive to
serve the local and
international communities.
At Loma Linda University
Health, this is more than
something we believe—it’s
something we live.
The Live It campaign shares
stories of how faculty, staff,
students, and patients are
practicing those principles.
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Patrica Jones — Global Service Award
Patricia Jones, PhD, professor, School of
Nursing, first heard the news over the phone.“It
was winter quarter,” she recalls,“when I received a
call from LLUH President Hart. He said that
because of my international service and contributions to Loma Linda University, I had been
selected to receive the LLUH Global Service
Award during 2013 School of Nursing commencement ceremonies.”
In 1987, Jones joined the School of
Nursing faculty, bringing with her a unique
global experience and perspective. She had served
at Hong Kong Adventist College beginning in
1966 and was instrumental in the establishment
of the Hong Kong Adventist Hospital School of
Nursing. After Jones and her husband, John,

returned to the United States to complete their
doctoral studies, they moved back to the Far
East. She taught in the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventist Far Eastern Division’s
graduate programs in the Philippines, launching
the MS degree program in nursing at Adventist
University of the Philippines.
At Loma Linda University, her international work has continued. Her contacts in East
Asia led to collaboration with institutions in
China, Mongolia, and Vietnam as well as with
sister Adventist programs throughout Asia. Her
international activities brought about the establishment of the school’s Office of Global
Nursing, under her direction, in 2000. In 1997,
the General Conference of Seventh-day

Adventists invited Jones to become an associate
in the Department of Health Ministries, acting
as a consultant for Adventist institutions globally. Since 2009, she has collaborated with the
World Health Organization on initiatives to
reduce maternal mortality.

Edelweiss Ramal recognized by Universidad de Montemorelos
Celebrations were held in November
2013 to mark the 65th anniversary of the school
of nursing at Universidad de Montemorelos.
Edelweiss Ramal, PhD, coordinator of the
international off-campus master of science degree
program, Loma Linda University School of
Nursing, was a special invitee. Ramal was a
member of the nursing school faculty at
Montemorelos for a total of 21 years, which she
served over two different occasions (most
recently from 1991 to 2006). She was director of
the school of nursing for three years.
The nursing program at Montemorelos
University began in 1948. In 1974, Ramal was
first recruited to Montemorelos by Alexandrina
Chong, who served as program director when

10 SPRING 2014

the bachelor of science in nursing program was
started in 1973.“Creating a School of Nursing
was Mrs. Chong’s dream,” says Ramal.“She
recruited me to teach nursing at Montemorelos
when I was a student at Loma Linda University
completing my master’s degree.”
While Ramal left Montemorelos in 2006
to join the faculty of LLU School of Nursing,
she has maintained close connections with
Montemorelos. She regularly participates in
nursing conferences, having presented“Clinical
Practice Guidelines” in April 2013 and a second
presentation,“The Transcendence of Nursing
Care and Evidenced-based Practice,” also in
April of last year.
On November 15, during the anniversary

celebration, Ramal gave a presentation at
Universidad de Montemorelos titled“Christ as a
Model For Nurses.” Following this, Ramal was
presented with a crystal award recognizing her
participation in the anniversary celebration.
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Beth Johnston Taylor honored by Andrews University
Andrews University in Berrien Springs,
Michigan, honored Elizabeth Johnston Taylor,
PhD, professor, LLU School of Nursing, as one
of three Alumni of the Year during its 2013
homecoming. Taylor received her BS in nursing
with honors from Andrews in 1984. Taylor says
it was affirming to receive this recognition from
her alma mater but gives credit to God for
affording her the opportunities she’s had in her
career to teach, write, and research.
Taylor has taught at LLU School of
Nursing since 2000 and also has teaching experience at the University of Southern California,
Andrews University, Hinsdale Hospital in
Illinois, and the University of Pennsylvania.
Taylor’s research interests have included

hospice care, but her main research focus is the
intersection of spirituality with health care. She
has served as principal investigator on multiple
studies of this nature, and she has written or contributed to several books on this topic. Her book
“Religion: A clinical guide for nurses” (2012)
received a PROSE honorable mention from the
Association of American Publishers scholarly
publications division. Her other solo-authored
books are“Spiritual Care: Nursing theory,
research, and practice” (2002) and“What Do I
Say? Talking with patients about spirituality”
(2007). Why does Taylor write on this topic?
She says it is to deepen her own learning and
offer insights to other nurses.
“I find that when I write, I am synthesiz-

ing, thinking more deeply, learning. Likewise,
writing allows self-awareness—in a sense, prayer,”
she says.“I also figure if I want to learn about
something, so might other nurses. So I am also
writing for them and hoping to effect change by
introducing new information and insight.”

Jan Nick honored by Sigma Theta Tau International
Sigma Theta Tau International presented
Jan Nick, PhD, with its Daniel J. Pesut Spirit of
Renewal International Award for Nursing
Excellence during its 42nd Biennial Convention
in November 2013. Sigma Theta Tau is the
honor society of nursing.“I feel so honored,” says
Nick, associate professor of nursing at LLU.“The
award is only given to one person every two
years.” Sigma Theta Tau gives the award to a
nurse leader whose efforts to renew self and others exemplify purposeful reflection in practice
and an understanding of human relationships,
while also displaying a vision for nursing. Nick,
who has taught at Loma Linda University
School of Nursing since 1997, emulates these
qualities in her personal and professional rela-

tionships, according to her colleagues such as Eva
Miller, DNSc, associate professor emeritus and
archivist for the school’s Gamma Alpha chapter
of Sigma Theta Tau. Dr. Miller made this comment shortly before her death on November 29,
2013, after many years of valued service to the
School of Nursing.
In her personal life, Nick strives for
growth through aspects such as simplification,
forming deeper relationships, yoga practice, and
participating in worship activities. Professionally,
Nick’s vision for the growth of nursing has led
her to advocate for the Open Access movement,
which aims to provide global access to scientific
and scholarly literature. Nick also has a passion
for mentoring and has offered formal guidance to

junior colleagues not only at Loma Linda
University but also in several other countries.
“Engaging in local and international
advocacy for better health for all gives me a
sense of being part of a larger cause and revitalizes me,” Nick says.
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New nurse anesthetist
program graduates
first class
By Heather Reifsnyder
When Giselle Schultz was thinking about becoming a nurse anesthetist,
she asked everyone who worked in the
profession she could find what they
thought about it.
“They all loved it,” she reports.
Already a registered nurse in the
ICU at LLU Medical Center, Schultz
made the decision to apply to a certified
registered nurse anesthetist program.
With many universities in Southern
California to choose from, Schultz realized there was nowhere other than Loma
Linda where she could experience the
same type of clinical experience and caliber of professors at a place that also
incorporated spirituality in the practice of
health care.
Schultz and the 11 other students
who compose the first cohort of Loma
Linda University’s CRNA program graduated March 7. During their three years
together, the students became a family
that supported each other through the
journey while earning a quality education,
Schultz explains.
“Loma Linda has an outstanding
history of putting out anesthesia
providers,” she says. “There are experi-

The first class of nurse anesthetists

ences here you won’t get anywhere else,
and being able to pray with your professors and fellow students is amazing.”
One experience at Loma Linda
that Schultz will never forget was the
opportunity to help with a pediatric heart
transplant with Leonard Bailey, MD, who
is the worldwide pioneer of this lifesaving procedure at Loma Linda
University Children’s Hospital.
According to Kurt Cao, DNAP,
director and assistant professor for the
nurse anesthesia concentration, the program prepares advanced-practice nurses
who are able to provide anesthesia in any
setting or for any procedure. Cao points
out that nurse anesthetists provide the
majority of anesthesia in rural hospitals.
The profession offers nurses a job
in which they are able to use critical
thinking skills to positively impact patient
care, he notes. They are able to work

“From before the procedure through the time patients
arrive in the postoperative area, nurse anesthetists have
the privilege of guiding patients safely and comfortably
through their surgical experiences.”

12 SPRING 2014

independently or as part of teams.
“From before a procedure through
the time a patient wakes up, a nurse anesthetist has the opportunity to be with
patients throughout and help them come
out on the other side healthier than they
were before,” Cao says.
After her graduation, Schultz and
her husband, Kevin, are moving to Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho, where she will work in an
anesthesia practice and he will join an
OB/GYN practice.
“I’ve waited so long to do this, and
I am just excited to start,” Schultz says.
“Getting to this point has been rigorous,
but it’s absolutely one of the best decisions I’ve ever made.
“I love my job just like everybody I
spoke to beforehand,” she says.
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First doctor of nursing practice graduates enter the workforce
By Nancy Yuen
This past June, the School of Nursing sent the first 12 graduates of the doctor of nursing practice (DNP) degree into the workforce. These graduates are prepared to serve in independent
leadership roles in health care.
“Professionally,” says Susan Lloyd, PhD, associate professor
and director of the program,“DNP graduates transition to more
advanced practice roles, such as directors of clinical services, education, or research.”
The graduates of this MS to DNP degree are equipped to
increase health access and quality outcomes, as well as to decrease
patient care costs. They have skills to work in interdisciplinary teams
and improve or develop health care systems.
The program addresses and meets the American Association
of Colleges of Nursing recommendation that advanced practice specialty areas be staffed by doctorally qualified nurses by 2015.
It is taught in a hybrid distance education format combining
online learning with face-to-face meetings one week per quarter.
During a visit from accreditors two years ago,“site visitors
stated they were very impressed with the program and had no recommendations for change. In fact, they stated they would take some
of our ideas with them to present as suggestions for other schools,”
says Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, dean, School of Nursing.
New graduate Joseph Hacinas was so eager to join the program that“I was the first to apply and the first person accepted.”
Hacinas was already earning his MS degree from LLU
School of Nursing when he learned about the new opportunity, having been drawn to LLU by its tradition and core values.
He completed the degree while working as a full-time Navy
nurse in San Diego.
“My DNP degree,” he says,“will allow me to be a strong voice
and advocate for both patients and nurses. I will feel comfortable
sharing,‘I’m a doctor, too—let’s work together as a team to provide
the best care for our patients.’”
Every day, Hacinas tries to inspire each member of the team.
“We are in life-or-death situations; whether a nurse finished school
two weeks ago or 20 years ago, we work together, helping each other.
We’re there to provide the best care to our patients, improving the
patient experience to help them feel better.”
When asked what separates LLU from the other schools of
nursing, Hacinas is quick to answer.“Not only is LLU top notch scientifically,” he says,“but there is a sense of family at Loma Linda.

Joseph Hacinas, MS, DNP, his wife, Ana, and their son,
Josiah, celebrate following commencement ceremonies for
the School of Nursing. A member of the class of 2013,
Hacinas was in the first class to receive the doctor of nursing practice degree. He also received the Dean’s Award.

Throughout my program, I would receive a text or call when I
needed support. For me, that is what sets Loma Linda apart as the
best I’ve seen. I am convinced that at Loma Linda, one can find academic success and spirituality like no other place.”
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Hello Fellow Alumni,
How fast a year can pass; it seems like only weeks since our last alumni celebration. I would
like to remind you that our alumni weekend is April 11–12, 2014. We hope to see many of you
there. I look forward to celebrating the honored 60th, 50th, 40th, 30th, 25th, and 10th year
anniversary classes.
Our theme this year is“Then and Now—107 Years of Service.” Can you believe we have been
serving for 107 years! Service is an integral part of Loma Linda University’s mission statement. Over
the years, nursing has flourished in the service to others, not only abroad, but in our own communities
locally. While the years have changed, our quality of nursing service has not. We have seen changes in
how to deliver the care, but the steadfast education on the human touch is the staple of our education
here at Loma Linda University School of Nursing. We have been around for these 107 years because
God has blessed our mission service to others.
We hope as you come celebrate and reminisce about your education here at Loma Linda that
you also remember and give thanks to the One who gives us wholeness. Welcome back to school! We
look forward to seeing you alumni weekend.
I would like to leave you with these thoughts from Matthew 5: 14-16. Let us not forget why we
serve others.
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp,
and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house.
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in heaven.”
God bless you all,
Zelne Zamora, DNP, ’87
LLUSN Alumni President
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NURSE

Homecoming weekend

Then and now
107 years of service

“Home is the nicest word there is.”
So said Laura Ingalls Wilder. The School of Nursing hopes
coming back for alumni weekend, April 11 and 12, 2014, does feel
like returning home. Celebrating anniversaries will be the honored
classes of 1954 (60 years), 1964 (50 years), 1974 (40 years), 1984
(30th), 1989 (25 years), and 2004 (10 years).
The weekend will begin Friday, April 11, with registration
and tours of West Hall followed by a full schedule throughout
Saturday the 12th.
Loma Linda University Church will help commemorate the
weekend by honoring the golden anniversary class of 1964 during
the first and third worship services on Saturday. In between, there

will be a Sabbath school class at Randall Visitors Center honoring
the silver anniversary class of 1989. An alumni lunch will follow
church in West Hall, with class pictures after that.
On Saturday evening, an alumni vespers will be presented by
the class of 1954 and today’s senior class. The homecoming banquet will follow, where the Alumni of the Year awards and student
scholarships will be presented.
The School of Nursing Alumni Association is currently
sponsoring two important projects—Bibles to give to students during the dedication ceremony and financial support for alumni working in the mission fields overseas. If your class is interested in
providing funds to either project, please contact Sandy Ballinger,
alumni secretary, at sballinger@llu.edu.

Homecoming
April 11 & 12, 2014
www.llu.edu/nursing
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Last year’s homecoming

2013 honored classes

Class of 1948

Class of 1953
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2013 honored classes

Class of 1963

Class of 1988
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Last year’s homecoming

Alumni of the Year 2013
50-year honoree
Lois (Masat) Magnussen
The class of 1963 celebrated 50
years during homecoming 2013, and they
chose to honor one of their ranks who
has risen to the top of her chosen profession as a nurse educator.
Lois Masat was born in Fort
Francis, Ontario, Canada. She is the third
of four girls born to their Canadian
mother and Italian father. Her family
moved to Loma Linda when she was in
the sixth grade. She attended Loma
Linda Academy and Walla Walla College
(now University) for pre-nursing before
receiving her BS in 1963 and her MS in
1964 from Loma Linda University
School of Nursing, where faculty members recognized her abilities.

Lois’ began her teaching career in
1964 as an instructor in maternity nursing at
Cal State Los Angeles. She and her husband
spent eight years at the Masanga Leprosy
Hospital in Sierra Leone, West Africa, where
her duties included setting up operating
room service and in-service education, as well
as conducting prenatal clinics. It was during
this time that their sons, Chris and Jon, were
born.
Upon the family’s return from Sierra
Leone, Lois taught maternity nursing at LLU
School of Nursing from 1973–1975 and
was coordinator for sophomore year from
1975–1978.
The family then moved to Kauai in
1978, where Lois began as an instructor at

Lois Magnussen, center, receives her Alumni of theYear award from
Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, dean, left, and Zelne Zamora, DNP, president of
the Alumni Association.
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Kauai Community College and, within
two years, became the director of the
nursing department.
After moving to Honolulu in
1987, Lois completed her EdD in 1990 at
the University of Hawaii. She became a
faculty member and administrator at the
University of Hawaii, Manoa, School of
Nursing and Dental Hygiene, where she
filled many roles.
She was department chair for
nursing, associate professor of nursing,
interim associate dean, and director of
student services. In 2007, Lois became a
full professor of nursing.
During this time, she was author
and coauthor of more than 40 publications. She also conducted research projects with an emphasis on intimate partner violence, obtained nine grants, and
gave numerous national and international
presentations.
In 2008, she was the winner of the
Outstanding Poster Award from Western
Institute for Nursing. In 2009, she was
named Nurse Educator of the Year by
Pacific Institute of Nursing and given the
Manoa Chancellor’s Excellence in
Teaching Award. Although she retired in
2012, Lois still devotes part of her time to
research and is able to spend more time
with her family in Honolulu.
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Alumni of the Year 2013
25-year honoree
Melanie Cruz Quion
As described by Dr. Leli Pedro
Melanie Cruz Quion was chosen
by the class of 1988 as Alumna of the
Year. Melanie was a student in my course
and a nurse faculty colleague. Those closest to her say she was a talkative, friendly,
curious child who developed into a
straight-talking, meticulous, hardworking adult. She graduated from San Diego
Academy prior to completing her BS
(1988) and MS (1991) nursing degrees
at LLU School of Nursing.
I first became acquainted with
Melanie as a student in my medicalsurgical nursing class. A vivid picture I
have of her was during one of the first
baths she and two classmates gave to an
elderly veteran during a clinical day I
supervised. They took to heart my advice
of the importance of bath time as an
opportunity to assess and convey wholeperson care to patients. Two hours later
in damp uniforms, the threesome
emerged from the shower room with a
delighted, clean patient, an abundance of
clinical data for their care plans, and a
realization of the many joys that awaited
them as nurses.
Following school, Melanie
touched the lives of many as a hyperbaric

Melanie Quion, center, receives her Alumni of theYear award from
Marilyn Herrmann, PhD, dean, left, and Zelne Zamora, DNP, president of
the Alumni Association.
oxygen nurse and wound care specialist/educator, a certified surgical oncology
nurse, hospice nurse, and owner and
administrator of a six-bed residential care
facility for the elderly.
For the past 20 years, she has been
married to Michael Quion, a 1997
School of Medicine graduate. They have
two children, Mark and Mayann.
Melanie was a faculty colleague

M E R I T S C HO L A R S
Karin “Carrie” Breyner
Jennifer Matthews | Mana Manoukian
Heather Fletcher

first teaching fundamentals of nursing
(1990–94) and then medical-surgical
nursing (1995–97) at LLU School of
Nursing. She developed her own distinctive, student-centered, and educationally
sound pedagogies. During this time, she
also served as an alumni board member
and missions chair.
Melanie later took on a faculty
position at Andrews University
(1997–2001), where she taught on both
the Berrien Springs campus and
Kettering College of Medical Arts campus. Her God-given creativity and organizational skills, coupled with her human
compassion, enriched her roles as faculty
and nurse leader.
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In memory

Remembering two beloved faculty members
The School of Nursing recently lost two longtime faculty
members who made many contributions to the school—Lucile
Lewis, MS, professor, and Eva Miller, DNSc, MS, associate
emeritus professor.

Leila Lucile Lewis
January 27, 1919 – October 31, 2013
Lucile Lewis, MS, passed away last fall at Pisgah Manor in
Candler, North Carolina.
Lewis was born January 27, 1919, in Calabasas, California—
the eldest of three children born to Erwin and Leila Lewis. Lucile
enjoyed keeping her younger brothers Erwin and Glenn in line, and
was probably relieved to head off to college and leave them to their
mischief.
Lewis devoted her life to nursing, earning a master’s degree
in medical surgical nursing from Loma Linda University School of
Nursing in 1957. She joined the faculty immediately as a professor
of nursing and taught for 30 years.

She specialized in patient care, and she also made a major
contribution to the nursing profession by authoring a book,
“Planning Patient Care,” on the nursing process. The process she
advocated became a major advancement in determining the scientific basis for nursing.
In addition, Lewis collaborated with several cardiologists to
teach student nurses methods for reading and responding to EKGs.
Their collaboration evolved into a course in basic electrocardiography for nurses, possibly the first such course to be taught to RNs in
Southern California.
Lewis was dedicated to ensuring young people had the
opportunity to experience a Christian education and supported
numerous young people through the Seventh-day Adventist education system. Her legacy lives on at Loma Linda University
School of Nursing, where her recognized clinical skills and
demanding excellence in the clinical setting resulted in several of
her former students establishing and funding the Lucile Lewis
Scholarship Endowment, which annually supports an outstanding
senior nursing student.
Lewis was also a world traveler and journeyed to almost
every continent, often offering assistance to a number of schools of
nursing in other countries. She was fond of long walks, and
enjoyed tending her garden and healthy living. Prior to moving to
Candler, North Carolina, in 2010 to be closer to family, Lucile
retired in Yountville, California, and volunteered at St. Helena
Hospital for 25 years.

Eva Jean Goodlett Miller
November 2, 1935 – November 29, 2013

Lucile Lewis
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Eva Miller, DNSc, MS, emeritus associate professor, passed
away November 29, 2013. Before her retirement in 2006, Miller
served the students of Loma Linda University School of Nursing
for more than three decades.
During her tenure, Miller became known for personal and
professional attributes including commitment to excellence, quiet
strength, a generous spirit, and her willingness to tend to others’
needs.
With specialties including public health nursing, Miller
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The School of Nursing
also remembers ...
Elaine Lindsay Harrison, DI, 1949
Encinitas, California
Nancy Steen, BS, 1956A
Glendale, California
Sonia H. Rhodes, BS, 1959B
Santa Ana, California
Eva Miller
taught principles of prevention and lifestyle to generations of students. She led out in the development of a community-health nursing course that focuses on the community as client, with emphasis
on identifying the needs of vulnerable populations. She also focused
on expanding the definition of community health nursing to
include considerations of industrial occupational health.
Miller served as student advisor for the school nurse credential program in the graduate nursing program and major professor
for the school nurse services course.
Miller also kept up her practice in these areas through work
with organizations such as public health departments, community
colleges, and medical care facilities.
A favorite with students, Miller helped develop the Merit
Scholarship given annually to worthy student recipients by the
Alumni Association.
Growing up on a small, family-owned dairy farm in southeastern Texas, Miller had always wanted to be a nurse. It was a challenging road, she remembered at her retirement party, but she
earned a BS from LLU School of Nursing in 1958, followed by an
MS in community health nursing. She later completed a DNSc
from the University of San Diego.
“Eva was always available to anyone who needed a friend.
She gave endless hours of time listening to students and faculty
when they needed someone to guide them,” remembers Marilyn
Herrmann, PhD, dean.

Barbara Jean (Slocum)Van Ornam, BS, 1959B
Ooltewah, Tennessee
Edna ( Johnson) Abrams, DI, 1950, BS, 1960
College Place, Washington
Lonnelle Lecrone-Priest, BS, 1974
Los Gatos, California
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Development

Thank
you
Kathryn Jensen Nelson lunch brings donors
and student scholarship recipients together
The Kathryn Jensen Nelson Dean’s
Lunch in November 2013 brought donors
to campus for the purpose of thanking
them for the difference they make to nursing students at Loma Linda University.
Approximately 50 donors came to
the lunch this past year. The majority of the
contributions given by these and other
donors go straight to scholarships for nursing students under financial hardship.
Several students who receive scholarships also attended the lunch and sat with
the donors. For these students, a scholarship means the ability to stay in school.
“One of our greatest needs for the
school is scholarships for graduates and
undergraduates,” says Nikki Gaitan, development officer for the School of Nursing.
“Many, for example, might be single parents,
so a $3,000 scholarship can be life changing
for them. It can mean food on the table, the
ability to pay rent, or shoes for the kids.”
Donor money also helps pay for students to go on international mission service
trips. Students who go on such trips often
say that it strengthens their passion for
helping others.
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During the lunch November 12, the
program included a state-of-the-school
address from Marilyn Herrmann, PhD,
dean of nursing, as well as interviews of two
students who receive scholarship money:
Erin Banks from the undergraduate program and Brittany Gimbel
from the graduate program.
Gimbel and Banks
shared how their scholarships are helping them realize their dreams to become
nurses. Erin Banks, for
example, who is hearing
impaired, has been able to
receive financial support for
several quarters and the
means to pay for specialized
equipment such as stethoscopes that allow her to listen to a patient’s heartbeat
despite hearing challenges.
The lunch was
named in honor of Kathryn
Jensen Nelson, the first
dean of the School of
Nursing at LLU.

The LLU School of Nursing is
grateful for all its donors who support student nurses as they learn how “to make
man whole.”
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Share your news with
Loma Linda Nurse
Loma Linda Nurse is interested in sharing stories about your life after graduation from LLU School of Nursing. We would like to know about your
professional achievements, research, awards, graduations, what is happening
in your career or family, travel, moves, marriages, and births or deaths.
If you have a current picture of yourself, we’d appreciate receiving that too.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Loma Linda Nurse
School of Nursing Alumni
Association
Loma Linda University
School of Nursing, West Hall
Loma Linda, California 92350
phone (909) 558-1000, ext. 45437
fax (909) 558-0175
e-mail alumni.sn@llu.edu

Just send or e-mail information to us, and we will write it up for you.
If you have been featured in local newspapers, send us a copy of the clipping. Your story may even become the basis for a feature article.
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN
11262 Campus Street
West Hall 1101
Loma Linda, California 92350

